BWFAC YOUNG ATHLETES TRACK & FIELD INFORMATION
National Young Athletes League (NATYAL) & Mid Lancs T & F
 Note from the Management Team

Under England Athletics rules every athlete is requested to be a paid up member before competing in the NATYAL League. Our database will be checked before you are considered for selection by team management. Please refer to selection guidelines and Team Managers.

2009 was a very good year in the Young Athletes Premier League in which we finished fourth of sixteen teams and qualified for the National Auxiliary Finals in Birmingham where we finished fourth out of eight teams. Nationally this brought a lot of creditability to BWFAC, so well done to all you athletes who took part. Also a big thank you to all the volunteers who helped officiate and assist coaches in developing our young athletes. 

There are some notable changes to the League structure this season; we are now competing in the Northern Premier West which contains only nine teams.  This will reduce the amount of travelling and each match will consist of only three teams not four as previously. Each meeting will be a double header consisting of another three teams either from our Premier League or Division One North West. Refer to the new timetable.

This is a move by the NATYAL Committee to save on venue costs but because there will be six teams the atmosphere will be much better as the number of spectators should increase. This new structure means that 3 teams will have 6 athletes A & B compete in the same race but points will be awarded as 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1 as they cross the line.  

Another change is that we will have four League matches followed by a Northern Final to be held at Cudworth near Barnsley. Qualifiers from this meeting go onto the National Finals which will be held at SportCity Manchester this year. Luckily we have two home fixtures, and 2 away meetings at SportCity and Carlisle. Transport will possibly be provided if sufficient interest is shown and the cost will remain at last year’s cost of £6 per head. Please refer to the fixtures on the webpage and try to make your age group managers aware of your availability. 

Ideally you should have competed a couple of times this year to be considered for the YAL team, but if you haven’t competed  and are willing to be considered for selection please speak to your coach who will contact a Team Manager. Teams will be finalised after the first Mid-Lancs Meeting at Wigan on Saturday 24th April.

The Mid Lancs structure will stay the same this season; this League continues to be a good development ground for young and senior athletes alike. At the first meeting please could all athletes report to Garry Roylance who is acting as Team Manager on the day. He will allocate individual vest numbers that athletes should retain for all the League fixtures, although a different number will be allocated in Mid Lancs Medals at the end of August. Please refer to selection guidelines on our website.

Hopefully this season will be as exciting as last year and all the Team Managers are looking forward to seeing you in action and hope you enjoy a successful 2010 season.

Charlie Garrett 

Young Athletes Co-ordinator 

April 2010

